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er Crunching Numbers for County
Budget
Work on the 2007 budget
has been in progress since
spring. County manager
Stan Kelley first
collected budget
requests, then held
conferences with
elected officials and
department heads to
discuss them. Then he and the Finance
Department tweaked plans and
numbers into a budget he said was tight,
but met the needs that can’t wait.
Meanwhile, county revenues expected
from all sources other than property
taxes were added up. The difference
between those revenues and the
proposed expenses was calculated, with
the answer being the amount of
property tax revenue needed if all
budget spending were approved. A draft
budget was submitted to the Board of
Commissioners in July.
  The commissioners considered the
draft budget and what the millage rate,
used to calculate the amount of
individual property taxes charged, would
have to be to generate enough taxes to
support the proposed spending. They
sent the budget back for cuts to avoid or
minimize a millage rate increase.
   In August, a revised document will be
made available, and public hearings will
be held. One hearing is always required;
three more are required if a tax
increase is planned. Following
consideration of public input and any
final adjustments, the millage rate to be
adopted and the county’s five year
millage history will be published in The
Nugget. And finally, the  Board of
Commissioners is scheduled to adopt a
budget and formally establish the 2007
millage rates at the Sept. 21 board
meeting.
   Property tax bills mailed in October
will include county taxes, school taxes
(this rate is set by the Lumpkin County
Board of Education), and city taxes (set
by the Dahlonega City Council for City
of Dahlonega residents only).

About This Drought…
The Georgia Environmental Protection
Division has declared the state is in a Level
One Drought. That means tighter
water use restrictions
for customers of the
Lumpkin County
Water & Sewerage
Authority and all other
public water systems
in Georgia. The bottom
line: No outdoor
watering between the
hours of 10 am and 4 pm. Existing restric-
tions limiting outdoor water use to certain
days of the week remain in force. From
midnight to 10 am and from 4 pm to mid-
night, customers with odd-numbered ad-
dresses may water Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Sundays; those with even-numbered
addresses may water Mondays, Wednes-
days and Saturdays. There are some
exceptions, like watering of personal food
gardens. The EPD doesn’t regulate use of
water from private wells, but people with
wells are asked to voluntarily follow the new
guidelines to help conserve water for
everyone. For details, call the water author-
ity at 706-867-6580 or visit
www.wateruseitwisely.com.

Park & Rec
Challenges Citizens
to “Match”
Citizens are facing off for
a Lumpkin County Parks

& Recreation “match,” but
this one requires no athletic

skills and no officials, and everyone stands
to win. It’s a fundraising challenge, with the
money raised earning a dollar-for-dollar
match from the Timken Foundation of
Canton. The foundation, which provides
grants to communities that are home to
Timken plants, will match up to $40,000,
with the funds raised going toward
construction of a riverside pavilion at
Yahoola Creek Park. This grant is on top of
a $70,000 contribution already made by the
foundation. Only funds raised by Sept. 6
will qualify for the match. Individuals,
businesses and civic groups are encouraged
make donations, and field and team
sponsorship programs are being offered to
raise additional match-eligible funds. Call
706-864-3622 for details today.

Henry Who? Thanks to “cut
and paste” editing, the last
name of Lumpkin County’s
2005 Employee of the Year was

accidentally omitted from a story in the
last edition of County Line. The honor
went to Henry Grizzle. The editor
regrets the error.

Grindle (To Be) On Board
Republican Primary winner Clarence Grindle will serve on the
Lumpkin County Board of Commissioners next January. With no

Democratic opposition in November, he will assume the District 4 post
when the term of Marvin Martin, who did not run for re-election, expires.

On the Front Burner…
Is the Board of Commis-
sioners address-
ing what you
believe are priorities for
the county? What three
issues would you like to
see on the front burner in
the coming months? Please
share comments at
commissioner@lumpkincounty.gov. or

(706) 864-3742.

Sign Language
Lumpkin County’s recently approved
26-page sign ordinance spells out
details of new regulations intended to
promote the reasonable, orderly, safe,
effective and attractive display of
signs in the county. Virtually all
signs—even temporary, portable and
weekend signs—are regulated in
some way, so it’s smart to check the
guidelines before having any sign
made or installed. Permits are
required for most new signage, with
one-time permit fees determined by
sign size. Applications, along with
non-refundable application fees, are
accepted at the Planning Office.

Under the
ordinance, most
on-site signs that

were in place when
the ordinance was
adopted June 15, 2006,
can remain in place
without being
permitted if they are

not in the public right-of-way. Offsite
signs are prohibited now, but may be
“grandfathered in” if owners have
current business licenses and proof
that the signage existed prior to the
ordinance, and those signs will be
subject to permits and fees. Anyone
wishing to apply to have an existing
off-site sign permitted must make
application by Oct. 13, 2006. Copies
of the new signage ordinance, which
is part of the Lumpkin County Land
Use Ordinance, are available (or soon
will be) at the Lumpkin County
Planning Office (706-864-6894) and
online at www.lumpkincounty.gov.
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Lumpkin County . . . continued from reverse side

Recycling
Catching On
Thanks to increased
awareness and
convenience, partici-
pation in Lumpkin County’s
recycling program has been
spectacular. Remember:  Mixed
paper, aluminum cans, #1 and #2
plastics and corrugated card-
board are accepted at the new
Red Oak Flats Road Recycling
Center, at the blue bins at GA
400/60 and Hwy. 19N by the
high school and at the county
transfer station. Remember, to
fetch the highest price, materials
must be separated by type at all
locations except the transfer
station. For details about the
program, call 706-867-7574. Ask
about scheduling a presentation
and/or a tour of the new center
for your group.

Working for Public
Works
Larry Reiter had about 15
years of engineering
experience behind him—
including the past six with
county surveyor John Gaston
at GeoImage—when he
decided to hang out his own
shingle last
January. But then
he learned
Lumpkin County
was looking for a
new public works
director. Not
wanting to miss a
good opportunity, he applied
for the job. He took over July
5 for the retiring Charles
Trammell, who is helping out
during the transition and then
will serve in a consulting role
for the county, focusing on
DOT projects. Larry, from
Corpus Christi, has a civil
engineering degree from
Texas A&M and has earned
a PE (Professional Engineer)
stamp. He had worked with
Charles and engineered
projects for the county
before. Larry is in charge of
maintaining and improving
public utilities and
infrastructure and is a
resource to other
departments and the board of
commissioners in engineering
matters.

A Penny Collected Is a
Penny Earned
After months of meetings,

public input,
deliberation
and debate,
the Lumpkin

County Board
of Commissioners narrowed
down a list of projects it
wants to see funded by a
Nov. 7 Special Purpose
Local Option Sales Tax, or
SPLOST. Money raised by
the one percent tax is strictly
for capital improvements—
that is, structures or major
equipment with “permanent”
value—not for operating or
maintenance costs. A new
county courthouse tops the
list. A portion of the tax will
go to the city of Dahlonega
to help finance a new water
treatment plant for city and
county customers. If voters
approve the tax, shoppers
won’t notice it at local cash
registers. A one-percent
SPLOST already is being
collected; the money brought
in simply will be earmarked
for the new list of projects
beginning in 2008, when the
current SPLOST expires.
   Most Georgia counties use
SPLOSTs to finance capital
needs. Tourist communities
especially benefit as visitor
spending brings in more
outside dollars for local
projects. SPLOST money
accounted for about 15
percent of Lumpkin’s budget
last year. If approved, the
2008 SPLOST will generate
an estimated $25 million over
six years. The county also
expects to borrow about $10
million to finance needed
projects the SPLOST
revenue probably won’t
cover. If voters reject the
SPLOST, most projects on
the needs list will have to be
paid for from the general
fund and property taxes—or
forfeited altogether.

Lumpkin Declared
“StormReady”
National Weather Service
officials recently recognized
Emergency Management
Director Don Seabolt and
declared Lumpkin County a
StormReady community.
StormReady is a nationwide
community preparedness
program aimed at improving
local hazardous weather
operations. Lumpkin County
earned the three-year status
based, in part, on having a 24-
hour emergency operations
center, a monitoring system
with  multiple ways to alert
the public to severe weather
warnings, a formal hazardous
weather plan and a public
readiness program.
 Authority With Muscle
A recent grant award from
the OneGeorgia
Authority gives the
Development
Authority of
Lumpkin County
the muscle it needs
to accomplish its
immediate plans for tax base
and job growth.The money
will help pay for water and
road improvements at the
new 50-acre Red Oak Park
industrial park on Red Oak
Flats Road. These
improvements, making
possible a new distribution
center for Timken US
Corporation’s Dahlonega
plant, were central to
Timken’s decision to expand
here, creating 55 new jobs.
Now, with public water for
fire protection and an
industrial-grade cul-de-sac for
more flexibility in subdividing
custom lots, the authority
jumps two hurdles that had
slowed park development.
Authority executive director
Bruce Abraham says
prospects are lining up.

Ahhh...Good
Water!
Lumpkin
County Water
& Sewerage
Authority
customers

will be pleased to know their
drinking water meets or
exceeds all state and federal
safety and quality standards.
The latest water quality
reports, with details of
monitoring and testing results
for 2005, are available now.
Copies can be picked up at
the water authority office
behind the courthouse in
Annex A, between 8 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m. For details call
706-867-6580.

Alarming
News
Fire alarm
systems that
automatically
call the fire
department

or other emergency
personnel can save precious
time. But when they “go

off” needlessly—whether by
carelessness or intentional
misuse or being improperly
installed, used or maintained,
—they can hamper efforts to
protect citizens’ health and

safety. While emergency
personnel are responding to
false and nuisance alarms,
they’re not unavailable for
real emergencies. Under a
new ordinance, the fire

chief may issue written
warnings for nuisance fire
alarms. After two such alarms
in a year, repeat offenders may
be fined as much as $1,000
after the fourth offense.

Working for You!
If you have a problem,
question or concern

involving your county
government, answers and

 assistance are as close
as your phone or

computer. For contact
information for county

departments or
commissioners,

see Dept. and Contact Info.,
www.lumpkincounty.gov

or call (706) 864-3742.

Board of Commissioners
Steve Gooch, Chairman

Dr. John Raber, District 1
Deborah Hutcheson, District 2

Clarence Stowers, District 3
Marvin Martin, District 4
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